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Delbert Scroggins

District Commander

assistance you require and I know I speak for the other
District Officers as well.

Hope to see you all at the District meeting at Modesto
November 15th.

Sisters:

Auxiliary Presidents on October 11, 2009 I would
like to meet with you at 10:00 AM at the Modesto
Post & Aux. 3199 building at 2801 W. Hatch Rd.
Modesto. Modesto is having Breakfast that
morning.
This meeting is for AUXILIARY PRESIDENTS
ONLY!

Audits – Your July, August and September Audits
are due to the Dept. Office by October 31, 2009.
Treasurers, please send copies of your 990 filing
to both the Dept. Office and to me as soon as you
file. We have a few Auxiliaries that have not sent
theirs in.

Have you filed your State Raffle form?? If so be
sure to send me a copy of it. Just in case. There
was also a new IRS form that the President and
Treasurer need to fill out and send to the Dept.
Office.

Our next meeting will be the Official Visit. I hope
that you will come and meet and greet our Dept.
Officers. The information is in this edition and
on our web site: lavfwcad13.org

Keep up the good work!

Rhonda Montgomery
District President

Comrades:
The National Convention is over and I urge everyone

to go to the VFW website (vfw.org) and bring up the
Commander and Chiefs speech and they have a video of
the speech and listen to it or print it out. It is very good
and is an indication of what he expects our organization
to accomplish this year. Those members that do not
have access to a computer contact me and I will get you
a copy. The main topic is Membership we need to
concentrate on getting new members.

Our next District meeting on November 15th, 2009
will be the Department Official Visit. The weekend will
start on Friday November 13th with lunch at Golden
Corral Restaurant in Tracy at 11:15AM. Please see the
Schedule of Events for the complete details of the
weekend enclosed in this edition. We encourage you to
come and participate.

I hope everyone has gotten a good start on the VOD,
Patriots Pen and the Teachers Award Programs. Have
ordered your Buddy Poppy? These programs are very
important and need to be worked now there is not that
much time left. So if you haven’t started it is time to do
so.

All our Posts have activities that are not being
reported, any time your Post participates in a community
function or does some type of community service it
needs to be reported. Whether it is participating in a
parade, providing food for the needy, presenting a flag
orientation to a school. Report it to your district
chairman for that activity.

I want you all to know that I am available for any
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CHAPLAIN
Kathy Smith, District Auxiliary Chaplain

In Loving Memory of our Auxiliary Sisters
Modesto Aux. #3199 Cynthia Jeanette Craig

Dorothy Elizabeth Kruger
Blaise Raper #3322 Hulda Ballard
Turlock #5059 Leona Barkhousen
Winton #7792 Beatrice Buchanen

Phyllis Wittenborn
Lucy C. Upton
Elizabeth A. Reece

Victor S. Machado Corrine Mae King
Josephine Gonzales Chavoya

Dear Lord,
We realize that our departed Sisters are in a better place
and they are watching over us.
Take care of their loved ones and our Sisters who were
left behind on earth.
In your name we pray. Amen.

Hospital and VAVS
Shirley Calvert, Auxiliary VAVS Representative

On July 26th the Yountville VA Picnic was held. We had a
wonderful turnout and everyone had a great time. The
Residents of Yountville were very appreciative of all the food,
deserts, and our volunteers.

The VAVS Executive Committee Meeting was held on
September 1, 2009. Old business discussed was the
Meditation Garden. They’re still waiting for the developer to
get back to them. It appears that maybe the economy is
holding them back, and that the VA Livermore may have to
scale back their plans a bit.

We will be asked at the next VAVS meeting to put anything
on the 2010 schedule that we are planning on doing, for
instance the VFW Picnic. If no objection, I will put October
23rd, 2010.

This year, the VA residents at the CLC (Community Living
Center) have asked that the Holiday Gifts be personalized. The
staff will get a list of names and room numbers and a list of the
types of gifts that they would prefer to receive.

TAPS
Robert Montgomery, District VFW Chaplain

Robert Poynter Men’s Aux. 1051
Robert Shanks Post 3322
Lloyd Troglin Post 3322
Robert Shaw Post 5059
Robert Bennett Post 5059
Frank Combs Post 5059

Chaplain's Corner Robert Montgomery

Dear Father,

Please bless our officers and members and their
families and continue to be with our service personnel
and their families. Watch over our children in the
National Home and be with our POW/MIA till they
return home.

All of this we pray in your precious name. Amen.

HOSPITAL/VAVS
Edward L. Ford

VAVS Deputy Representative
Livermore VA Hospital

As of September 1, 2009, the actual location of the
New VA Community Living Center, and Clinic
location in San Joaquin County has not been publicly
announced (Per William Ball Chief Voluntary Service).
The Livermore VA Voluntary Service (VAVS) is
holding its annual “Country Store” Fund Raiser, a
Silent Auction, Food Faire, Building 64, Recreation
Room, on Wednesday October 21, 2009, from 8:00 AM
to 2:00 pm. The annual Livermore VFW District 13,
District 14 Picnic will be Saturday October 24, 2009.
Everybody is welcome to come, and visit our Veterans,
and help with the Picnic. Please try to Visit our
Veterans in Hospitals, and Rest Homes in you local
Communities.
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AUXILIARY PROGRAM
COORDINATOR

Nita Gordon, District Auxiliary Chairman

To date I have received information from just 4
chairmen regarding reports turned in. Does that mean
everyone is just working just 4 programs or that the
Chairmen are in slow to let me know that you are
reporting your activities??

So far it looks like Hospital, Cancer Aid and
Research, Youth/Patriots Pen/VOD, and Veterans and
Family Support are the only programs being worked. I
just know you all have been working more programs
than that because District 13 consistently ranks among
the top Districts in the State. The fact that we are over
87% District total and 7 of our Auxiliaries are at
100% in your Membership tells me that Membership
is definitely one program that we can all report in
because, obviously, you all have been very busy
working that particular program.

I know it’s a drag to make the reports but if you get in
the habit of at least once a month compiling and
reporting your data then it really isn’t such a chore
after all. An hour a month should do it. There is an
interactive report form on our District web site
(lavfwcad13.org) or our Department web site is
(lavfwca.org). So, if you use that form, and “print” 3
copies, most of your work is done with a few strokes
of a computer key. Then all you have to do is mail
them to the proper chairperson. And that information
is available on the web sites also. Ah! The
convenience of modern times! Any questions … my
phone number is 209-878-3231 and my Email is
juanitagordon92@yahoo.com. Contact me, if I don’t
know the answer I know a lot of people to bug until I
get an answer for you. Hope to be seeing a marked
rise in those X’s on our blackout sheet, especially
from your Auxiliary.

October 24th – Livermore VA Picnic - could use
volunteers, fruit, and monetary support to cover the cost
of meat, buns, and condiments. If you wish to donate
condiments, soda, etc, let me know. I’d like to coordinate
so that we are not cut short on any of the items.

District Official Visit kickoff – November 13
State Commander Jack Turner & State President Sue Wells
will visit to Livermore VA Community Living Center.
After that, the agenda prepared by District Commander Del
and District President Rhonda will go into affect.

Remember to send in your Quota of $1.00 per member to
the Hospital Fund to the Department Headquarters.

13th District Divisions for Awards 2009 - 2010

Division Auxiliary Name Membership

1 3154 Sonora 49

6311 Manteca 39

9009 Lockeford 53

2 2600 San Andreas 69

2922 Oakdale 67

10293 Ceres 68

3 7635 Gustine 87

8327 Livingston 94

9946 Atwater 75

4 52 Luneta 104

3199 Modesto 129

3322 West Point 119

9454 Coulterville 131

5 1051 Ripon 166

1537 Tracy 147

5059 Turlock 158

6 7792 Winton 285

MEMBERSHIP TOTAL 1874
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Your Cancer Reports are coming in. Thank you very much
for your hard work.

Cancer Pins and Cancer Grants are now available to you if
you need them.

As you all know cancer is an enemy that DISTROYS lives
and attacks the very young to the very old, male and female
alike.
We have learned in life, when an enemy comes in our path
to do us harm, we have to stand and fight, and will continue
to fight for as long as we have breath!! We will not be
defeated!

Keep up your good work. Stay strong ,Continue to fight for
our cause and stay Healthy.

Just as a reminder please send your Cancer Quota of $2.00
per member

If you need me for anything at all I'm available for you.
Judy Quinn
(209) 854-6620
God Bless All Of You!

Comrades:

Membership is off to a great start, all Posts are getting their
membership in. “Great Job To All” keep up the good work.
Membership requirements for All American with quotas are
posted on the District Website www.cavfwd13.org you can
also check your standing in your Division.

The top recruiters as of August 31, 2009 are Terry Greenlee
from Post 1051 with 6 and Louis Bickford from Post 9454
with 5. The race is on, who will be the top recruiter in the
District?

Remember membership is the life blood of the VFW so it is
important that everyone try and recruit at least 2 new
members. The membership team is ready and willing to help
any Post, all you have to do is ask and I will assemble the
team and be at your event.

Veterans and Family Support
Kathy Smith, District Auxiliary Chairman

National Military Services

Sending one check for $100.00, to the Ladies Auxiliary
VFW Headquarters, 406 W, 34th Street, 10th Floor,
Kansas City, MO 64111. Please earmark the check
National Military Services. This check will cover
Military Assistance Program (MAP), Unmet Needs,
and Operation Uplink and this is all your Auxiliary
needs to donate to receive a National Citation for the
National Military Services.

Continuing Education Scholarship

This $1000.00 Scholarship is for any member, their
spouse or adult child who is continuing their education.
Please fill out the application and send to the National
Headquarters. The National Ladies Auxiliary would
also appreciate any donations to keep this a self
sustaining program.

VFW National Home

The National Home started a new program this year to
help their Operating Fund. A special Brick campaign is
in progress at the Home. The bricks will be laid in a
path on their campus sidewalks in Eaton Rapid, MI.
When you donated $100.00 to the National Home you
may put anything on this brick such as: name,
Auxiliary name and number, well wishes or words of
wisdom to the children who live at the Home.

Buddy Poppies

Remember Veteran’s Day, November 11th is just
around the corner and it is time to distribute our Buddy
Poppies. Our Veterans have given up a lot serving our
Country in a Military Battle. Please remember the
Buddy Poppy represents shedding blood in the Battle
and that they are not forgotten.

VFW Service Office

Remember our Department President Sue Wells special
project is: VFW Service Office. In this program an
Auxiliary can donate at least $50.00 to the Department
of California Ladies Auxiliary to receive a citation. At
your local VA Hospital or Clinic there is a Service
Office that could use volunteers to help fill out their
forms or in many other ways.

VFW MEMBERSHIP
Mike Cearley, Chairman

Cancer Aid & Research

Judy Quinn, District Chairman
q
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Adopt-a-Unit

I know this program can be a very big project for your
Auxiliary. As individual Auxiliary we are being asked
to help out an Auxiliary who does the Adopt-a-Unit
program. In the 13th District we have four Auxiliaries
which do the Adopt-a-Unit program. The following
Auxiliaries do the Adopt-a-Unit program:

Nicholas P. Kukulica Auxiliary #1051
Romain Schell Auxiliary #2922
Joseph G. Rose Auxiliary #7635

Coulterville Auxiliary #9454
Ceres Auxiliary #10293

Any of these Auxiliaries could use your assistance either
by filling boxes or donating any financial funds so they
can purchases more items for our service personal. If
you can help in anyway please contact the Auxiliary
President and she will gladly explain to you what help
they can use for their Adopt-a-Unit project.

Out and About
Listed are weekly / monthly events

Winton Every Friday 6-8 pm Hamburgers
Winton 2nd Sunday 8-12 am Breakfast
Atwater Every Wed. 5-7 Hamburgers
Coulterville Every Wednesday Dinner
Coulterville Every Friday 7 pm Darts
Turlock 4th Sunday Breakfast
West Point Every Monday Hamburgers
San Andreas 1st &3rd Sun. 1:30pm Movie Matinee
San Andreas 3rd Sat. 10am to1 pm Brunch
Ripon Every Sun 8-11:30am Breakfast

HISTORIAN
Rosie Elliott, Auxiliary Chairman

Sisters:
Please send me pictures of your officers, Auxiliary
members and you Auxiliary events. Be sure to include a
little story of what is taking place and who is in the
picture and when the event happened.

The Following Article was submitted by:

Darren Hughes Compliance Manager / County
Veterans Service Officer Merced County Human
Services Agency (209) 385-3000, ext. 5892

WOMEN VETERAN’S
DONNA HUGGINS, CHAIRMAN

The first woman pilot in the United States flew in 1911- it took
the military 65 years to recognize and train women as pilots and
another 17 years to permit them to fly in combat. From 1976 to
1993 women pilots were kept out of the cockpits of combat
aircraft - in actual combat. Even though women aviators flew
during Panama, Grenada and Desert Storm their presence was
somehow "excluded" from combat records. Not until 1993 were
women allowed to fly in combat.

In 1993 when Secretary of Defense Les Aspin opened combat
aviation to women, including enlisted female aircrew members,
allowing women to fly combat missions, opportunities opened
even more for women pilots and crew members. With these new
opportunities female pilot numbers are increasing steadily with
more and more women completing pilot training.

During Desert Storm the first woman pilot, Major Marie T. Rossi
gave her life while flying in a combat zone at age 32 on March 1,
1991. The Chinook helicopter she was piloting crashed near her
base in northern Saudi Arabia. The unit she commanded was
among the very first American units to cross into enemy held
territory flying fuel and ammunition to the rapidly advancing
101st and 82nd Airborne Divisions.

Another of the first American woman to fly in combat was Lt
Col. Martha McSally, ranked as the top female Air Force pilot.
During a 1995-96 tour of duty in Kuwait, she became the first
woman in military history to fly a combat sortie in a fighter
aircraft. She also flew more than 100 combat hours on an A-10
Warthog attack plane over Iraq in the mid-1990s, and served as a
flight commander and trainer of combat pilots.

An all-female crew of three women deployed to Southwest Asia
flew an in-flight refueling mission together in a KC-135
Stratotanker in March 18, 2008 over Iraq. "I have noticed a
change in operations for women in theater," Maj. Leslie Picht,
aircraft commander said. "Five years ago, when I was a co-pilot
deployed to Saudi Arabia, female pilots or boom operators
sometimes could not get controllers to acknowledge them on the
radios. I would intentionally lower my voice for radio calls to
prevent any problems. All-female crews were intentionally
avoided to prevent problems with support for diverting aircraft.
These things have definitely changed in the last few years. It's
nice to see our progress in racial and gender equality is not just a
national progression, but we are now changing the norms
internationally by our presence."

Today, in the war against the Taliban and al-Qaeda targets in
Afghanistan and Iraq, women are filling aircrew positions as
bomber pilots, navigators, tanker pilots, and weapons officers -
those who specialize in operating in flight arms - loadmasters, and
varied officer and enlisted aircrew positions.




